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Simon Needle
Engineer
Derwent Hydro

Richard Rees
Managing Director
North wales Hydro Power

Simon joined Derwent Hydroelectric
Power Ltd in 2006. He works
primarily in the design, installation,
commissioning and servicing of the
Company’s and client’s electrical systems relating to
hydropower. Derwent Hydro has been actively involved
in developing and operating UK generating stations
since the 1980s, specialising in schemes of 1-1,000kW,
both new build and refurbishment, high head and low
head.

Since Richard founded North Wales
Hydro Power in 2011, the Company
has gone on to establish 25 hydro
schemes of up to 100kW in output
and has ownership of 11 of those projects. The Company
is currently working on consenting and constructing
projects for clients, and maximising output and
performance from the existing operational schemes.
Richard is also heavily involved with Volta Energy
Storage, which is developing multi-MW standalone
battery storage schemes.

Daniel Pargeter
Business Development
Manager - Power
Limejump Ltd
Daniel Pargeter is an expert in
maximising the value of generation
and hydro plant output. Having
delivered PPA’s and trading agreements to site owners,
hedge funds, industrial and commercial businesses
across multiple technologies, Daniel continues to drive
the trading of power for distributed generation with
value and innovation at the core.

Chris Pasteur
Director
Caireyhill Ltd
Chris has over 30 years’ experience
in the water and hydro industries. In
2014 Chris established Cairneyhill
Ltd, a consultancy service to the
hydro industry, supporting the entire hydro scheme
lifecycle - feasibility, consenting, construction and asset
management. Cairneyhill Ltd has been involved in
the development and construction of 24MW of hydro
schemes in the UK. Prior to this, Chris managed the
delivery RWE’s UK hydro development programme
and before that he worked for SSE on the asset
management and refurbishment of their 1300MW, 60
hydro power station portfolio, and the development of
the Glendoe hydro scheme.

Alex Reading
Development Director
SIMEC Green Highland
Alex was one of the first employees
at Green Highland Renewables
(GHR) and has been instrumental in
growing the business into one of the
UK’s leading hydropower developers.
Within GHR, Alex is responsible for the
appraisal and development of GHR’s portfolio of hydro
projects. Prior to joining GHR, Alex served for seven
years as an Infantry Officer in the Black Watch. During
his time in the British Army he served in Germany, Iraq
and Northern Ireland. He holds an honours degree in
Mechanical Engineering from Newcastle University.

Francois Richard
Project Manager
EFINOR
With a background as research
engineer in materials for aeronautic,
Francoishas been working for
EFINOR as a project manager
mainly in the nuclear industry since 2013. As part of his
experience in the development and commissioning
of the OBTOPLUS® technology, he is also involved
in transferring this technology for other purpose in
other industries. He will present a project using the
OBOTPLUS® for the hydropower industry.

Stuart Wallis
UK Sales Manager (Water
Business Unit)
SPP Pumps Limited
Stuart has worked at SPP Pumps as
a Sales Manager for last 6 years, prior
to which he spent 20n years working
with several other large pump manufacturers. He has
an HND in mechanical and production engineering
and served his apprenticeship as Mechanical Engineer
for British Rail Engineering in the early 1980s. He also
worked for the Royal Ordnance in their Guns & Vehicle
Division, a roll that included supporting the product
“in theatre” around the world. For over 140 years SPP
Pumps, a UK based pump manufacturer, has been at
the forefront of pump development for the UK water
market and other important market sectors.

Paul Wheelhouse MSP
Scottish Government Minister
for Energy, Connectivity and
the Islands
Scottish Government

Scott is a PhD student at the
University of Guelph (Canada). Having
completed his Masters of Applied Science (MASc) in
2018, his work has a focus on modelling the power
output and efficiency of Archimedes screw generators.
Scott has been studying Archimedes screws since 2012.

Paul has an honours degree in
Economics from the University of
Aberdeen and an MBA from University of Edinburgh. He
is a professional economist, having specialised in higher
and further education markets, policy evaluation and
economic appraisal and impact assessment of capital
projects. Paul previously held a number of roles in the
Scottish Parliament and is SNP MSP for South Scotland.
Prior to taking his Ministerial position Paul was a
member of cross-party groups on Epilepsy, Rural Policy,
Armed forces Veterans, Funerals and Bereavement,
Boating and Marine Tourism and deputy convener
of Sport. He has previously held posts in the Scottish
Government as Minister for Environment and Climate
Change and Minister for Community Safety & Legal
Affairs. In May 2016 he was appointed Minister for
Business, Innovation and Energy.

Robert Thompson
CEO
Rotaheat

Alan Wilson
Energy Director
Buccleuth

Robert is heating up Rotaheat,
leading the commercialisation of
Rotaheat’s approach to convert
motive power sources direct to
inexpensive clean heat. Captured by the elegance
and simplicity of Rotaheat’s technology, Robert joined
Rotaheat as CEO in 2015 intent on disrupting how heat
is traditionally generated. Prior to joining Rotaheat,
Robert worked with both large and small companies
to deliver organic growth through successfully
developing and launching new products. Robert’s past
achievements, which include contributing to the launch
of satellites and developing utility scale coal power
stations, pale in comparison to growing Rotaheat.

Alan is Energy Director for Buccleuch
and as such has responsibility for the
development and delivery of energy
projects across all of Buccleuch’s
landholding. His current portfolio of projects includes
the Glenmuckloch Pumped Storage Hydro project,
which has obtained Section 36 consent from the
Scottish Government for a scheme of up to 400MW.
A Mechanical Engineer by discipline, Alan has worked
within the power industry throughout his career in
roles covering project development, construction,
commissioning and operation & maintenance for a
range of power generation technologies including gas,
run of river hydro, pumped storage, wind, energy from
waste and biomass.

Scott Simmons
Doctoral Student Researcher
College of Engineering &
Physical Sciences, University
of Guelph

Mark Wilson
CEO
ILI Group

Peter Zell P. Eng.
President
SSES

Mark has over 15 years’ experience
in the residential property market. As
a result of the economic downturn
in 2008 he diversified into the
renewable energy sector. Mark recognised that energy
storage would complement the growth in renewable
energy and new pumped storage hydro plants were
the next logical step, so he set up Intelligent Land
Investments Group. For the last five years, Mark and
his team have assessed over 80 sites, taking the
three best projects forward. Having secured funding
in 2017, ILI Group now has its first 450MW site in the
North of Scotland ready to go into planning in Oct
2018, and a further two at the scoping stage. Mark
is a highly motivated and entrepreneurial individual
who brings creative solutions to the table. His personal
and client successes are a consequence of his energy
and knowledge, and above all his willingness to put his
reputation on the line.

Peter Zell, P. Eng. is a Principal of
Eco Flow Energy Corporation that
owns the 7.6 MW Brandywine Hydro
facility, and is a Principal of Sea to
Sky Energy Solutions Corporation (SSES). SSES provides
contract operating and asset management services
for three run of river hydro facilities (combined capacity
60 MW); developed the Coanda screen cleaner; and
is currently involved in the permitting of two further
projects (combined output 27 MW). Peter also acted
as the Owner’s Representative for the development,
construction and commissioning of the 25 MW Skookum
Creek hydro power facility. He has over 30 years’ project
management and engineering experience in run of
river power, biomass and pulp & paper, working on
projects throughout British Columbia and in Brazil. He
is also a partner in the 350 MW Amisk Hydro project in
Alberta, Canada, that will play an important role in the
displacement of 3,000 MW of coal fired generation
with renewables.

Development 
Officer
Required
The British Hydropower Association [BHA] is the only professional trade
membership organisation solely representing the interests of the UK
hydropower industry and its associated stakeholders at local, regional,
national levels and overseas.
The BHA represents around 250 members, which includes a diverse range
of businesses, including generators, commercial organisations, academia,
charities, community groups and anyone involved in, or with an interest in
hydropower.
We now want to appoint a Development Officer to support the Chief
Executive Officer with the future development of and management of the
association with a specific focus on Scotland, where the postholder will be
based.
The Development Officer will develop a close relationship with existing
members and will actively assist with the recruitment of new members.
The Development Officer will further develop relationships with a wide range
of stakeholders including Scottish Government, planners, NGOs, regulators
and other renewable energy trade associations.

SEE
WEBSITE FOR
FURTHER
DETAILS

Therefore the successful candidate will have:
• A sound knowledge and understanding of the current issues affecting
renewables (in particular hydropower) in Scotland and elsewhere.
• An operational background in hydropower would be ideal, but is not
essential.
• Excellent and current contacts within the Scottish hydropower renewables
sector in particular, are essential.
• A sound working knowledge of WordPress and an understanding of
eTouches will be very advantageous.
There is a flexible package for the most suitable candidate with a salary
range up to £30k
Further information and an application can be downloaded from the BHA
website www.british-hydro.org or alternatively contact:
simon.hamlyn@british-hydro.org or call him on 07788 278422
The date for receipt of completed application forms is
Friday the 30th of November.

www.british-hydro.org
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